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1. Fach Air Army and VVS Militery Digtrict has one main bombing range (yoligon)
which is under the supervision of the Chief of the Bombing-Range Service of the
Alr Army or VVS Military District. ) ‘

2e Bonbers and ground atteck aireraft use this range for bombing during corps or
army maneuvers. Furthermore, the army bombing range may be used by =ir unlts
and joint-units which are based in its area for the purpose of gummery at ground
targets and bombing during their training flights. The Air Army (or VVS Military
pistrict) bombing renge is serviced by & special bombing range team, In addition,
each air division has its own bombing range on which it conducts gunnery at
ground targets, ground-attack, and bombing, during its training flights. Occas=-
icnally, an air division will have two bombing ranges but this happens very
infrequently. However, in this case, the second bombing range is under the
gupervision of the regiment which is based at & considerable distance from the
division's airfield. According to its T/0, each air division has a bombing
renge team which is assigned to the servieing of the divisien bombing range.
The chief of the bombing range team of an air division should be an offieer in
the grade-of Senicr Lieutenant according to the T/0. The other members of this
tesm are sergeants and privates. »

3 Befors a training flight, that is, on the evening bafore the flight, a flight
order is issued in the alr regiment. This order indieates who will supervise
flights at the bombing range, and other date concerning the impending flights.

The supervisor of flights at the bombing renge should be the assistant commander

‘of the air regiment for aerial combat tactics and aerial gunnery. However, if
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he has to be sbsent from the unit for any reason whatsoever or if he has to be in the
air, the following individuals may be assigned as supervisor of flights at the bombing
range: the deputy commander of the regiment for flying matiers, the regimental navigator,
or, the commander of an air squadron (whose sguadron is not going to participate in that
particular day's training flight); in no case cau an officer in a lower position than air
squadron commander be sasigned to this positicn.

bo If, on this day, two air regiments are to participate in the training flight which includes
aerial gunnery at ground targets or bombing exerclses, the supervigor of flights at the
bombing range will be the.chief of the air division's aerial gunmery gervice or, in his
absence, the air division commander can essign one of the following three individuals to
this position: the division's pilot-proficiency inspector, the division nmavigator or, -
in some cases, the deputy commender of the gir division for flylng matters. The indivi-
dual assigned as supervigor of flights at the bombing range has to.arrive at the range two
hours before any gunnery or bombing takes place there, Upon his arrival at the range the
supervisor has to inspect the condition of the targets, check the working order of commmni-
cations equipment (radio and telephone), and select a place from which he will supervise
gunnery and bombing, The supervisor of flights at the bombing range has a moblle radio
stagi&on with hir with which he maintains contact with the airfields and airborne air-:
oraft, ] :

56 A fighter air division's bombing range has the following equipment: alrcrafi models, motor
: vehicle models, and ordinary targets. A bomber or gréound attack air aivision's range has
the following equipment:. ~aircraft models, motor vehicle models, ordinary targets, and
other structures, All of these are made of plywood or thin boards. '

6. The procedure at & Fighter Alr Division's Bombing Range is s follows: Cn the day prior
to the flight, a preliminary preparation for the flight is conducted in the fighter air
regiment, at which all of the planned flight exercises and the method of their execution is
studied, At this briefing, the supervisor of pre=-flight preparation explains the follow-
ing: how gunnery at ground targets on the bombing range will be conducted, from which
direction the pilots will have to make their approaches, what they mst do prior to making
their approaches at the range, height from which dives have %o be made, the maximum and
minirum angle at which dives are to be made, disgtance at which firing i& to be opeaned
and stopped, whc will be the gupervisor of fllghts at the bombing-range, and his call sign
and index, One hour befors teke~off time, the gupervisor of ﬂightﬁthe commander of a
fighter air regiment or division or his deputy) checks on how the flylng personnel have
mastersd their Flying assignments, including the gunnery exercises which they are to
execute at the range, . o ‘ g '

7e When airborme, the créws or peirs which have to fire at the range fly there, When
approaching the range, they radio the supervisor of flights at the bembing range and re-
quest permission tc fire on the range; this request is expressed in coded terms using the
radio signal table, For example: #Bipch~Tree~0l, I am Birch Tree 127-08", This meéns
that "Birch-Tree! stands for the general call sign of the whole fighter air regiment, "O1"
is the personal index of the supervisor of flights at the bombing range, n127" is the per—
sonal index-of the pilot in the air, and nogt gtands for "Request permission to fire."
The supervisor of flights at the range may answer in the following mamner: "Birch-Tree
127, I am Birch-Tree-0l, 08 permission granted on the 4th*, or, #08-/ permission granted."
This means that he is granting the pilot permission to fire at the 4th target. After
receiving such permission, the pilot replies that he understands and then procaeds to make
his approach and to open fire at the ‘indicated target. : :

8. On some occasions, the superviscr of flights at the bombing range may forbld a pilot te
fire on the range, For instance, if the pilot executed an incorrect maneuver in approache
ing the targets  the pilot is flying at an incorrect altitude; or some other mistakes
have been made that are violations of the cenditions of aerial-gunmery oxercises or thai
tend to cause flying accldents. The supervigsor of flights at the bombing range unceusing-
1y watches the operation of alrcraft {(groups) which are firing at ground targets on the
range ‘or which are approaching the bombing range preparatory to firing. He notices all
gunnery errors or insufficiencies of individual aireraft and notes these down in the.
journal of the supervisor of flights at the bombing range; the scores obtained in firing
are entered into the gumpery Jjournal. The latter Jourmal contains pletures of all tar-
gets at the bombing range and the supervisor places the scores cbtained on these. The
supervisor of flights at the bonbing range invariably radios and informs thé pilot of
mistakes in approaching to fire or while firing; the pilot then has to ecorrect the mis-
takés that have been indicated to him, - ) . . -

9 The pilot is not permitted to select 'his own terget but must fire at the one which was -
indicated to bim by the supervisor of flights at the bombing range. For this reason, -
:}ée pilot is always informed of the exact number of his target while he is approaching

e range.

0O, Thue, the day of flying at the ‘bombing range passes. After 81l of the aircraft have
completed firing, the supervisor of flights at the bo;ﬁ%ggange econtacts the supervisce.
of flights at the airfield by redio and informs him thed operations atlhis point are
cogpleted and that he is going off the air. Having preceived permission from the super-
visor of flights at the bombing-renge, e returns to his airfield with the radic station.
Upon returning to the airfield, he reports to the supsrvisor of flights (the commander of
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1, The procedure at‘'a bomber alr unit's bombing range is as fo 24
‘ . flights at the bombing range is assigned (in the order which ded
o agong individuals) in the following positiors: the chief-of tha
' the,regimanﬁal@m v commander and in some cgseés; experienced .8
if the chief of the aerial gunnery serviée and the deputy ecmmmmd
unit for any réason’what-go-ever, or have & more important assigmm
12. ‘The person agsigned as supervisor ‘of flights at the bombing range leaves fér the renge
at & time which will ‘engble him to arpive at the range two hours before bombing éXercises
are to commence,  Upon arriving st the range, he chec¢ks the conditicn of eqﬂ%g:ent_.there
and then reports by radic to the supervisor of flights at ths airfield that the bogbing
range is ready. for operations, The medssge- déaling with the rangets readiness. is trans-
mitted in a coded form using the radio-signal table, Ths supervisor of -flights at-the
bomber air unit's bombing range has the same communications equipment as his counterpart
‘gt efighter air unit's rangs.

13, The bomber sir unit's range is divided into zones (sectors), The' supervisor of flights
&t this range has a grid map of the ‘range on whish he' indicates the points at which bombs
‘hit, The supervisor of flight# at & bomder &ir unit’s range is loscated under cover at
the ‘control point from which the whole area ST the ramge ‘48 clearly visible, He cbserves
all operations of crews in the alr during the execution.of bombing exercises and some-

1 times sets-up a "commitment” for someé crew by radic (ie be présénts some hypothetical si-
tustion, for example: "they are being attacked by ensmy fighters", to them.in order to
see what measures they will teke)., ALl deficiencies in the operaiions of orews are. =
entered into a journel end later reported on to the supervisor of - %%hts at the airfield.
At 'the post-flight eritique, this individuel in the presence of all flight persomnel
igarefully enalyzes all the deficiencies noted by the ‘gupervisor of flights &t the renge

~and suggests methods for their elimination, o . T :

L. The prosedures followed in briefing the crews of a bomber air unit on the bombing exer-
cises they are to execute 1s the same as 'in fighter air units, Crews exesuting borbing
exercises hawve to photograph the ragults of their bombing, An evaluation of” their
“pombing 1s made on the basis of these photographs and the grid map filled out by the
range supervisor of flights. _ .

15 Ground-attack air units function in exactly the seme way at 'bheirbumb:mg renges as do _
fighter and bomber ajr units at theirs, The process ‘of prepsration and the comminications
equipment is also the same &s those of a fighter air division and a bomber eir unit,

16,  On each bombing range, theré is & range team which is included in the T/0. This testh

" (command) is commanded by the chiéf of the bombing range who is & lieuténant or genior ™
lieutenant, His responsiblities ave: ‘ ‘ A

(a): To equip the bombing renge in ascordance with the redu: réments” set forth in the :

~ memual on bombing range service; ’ : ‘ : R

(v) To continually maintsin all range ei;uipm&nt in good sonditions
{¢) To guard ell.range equipments ‘ ' “

(4)  To train his subcrdinates in ascordanse with the reguirements set forth in memuals
and,rregulaﬁions;_‘ S . : - RN

(e) ‘To #upervise the life and work of his éubordimtes.

The personnel strength’of a rangs team (command) varies between approximately five and 15
men depending on to whom the pertisular range belongs. In other words, if this range be-
longs to an &ir army, the strength of the tean is greater; if it belongs to a fighter .
air division, the strength will be less, Thé mumbers of this team include the following
specialists: carpenters, painters, a driver, s cock ete, : .

17. The  chief of thé bombing range team is directly: subordipate to the division chief of =
staff, Becauss of this, the supervisor of flights at the bombing range does not have the
authority to issue any ordérs whatsocever to the chief of the bombing range. He merely

* informs the chief when bombing and gunnery practice is to teke place at the range so that
the bombing range team's work schedule will be organized accordingly. If the chief of
the divisionfs aeriasl gunnery gerviee of cne of the other division command officérs is
asgigned as supervisor of flights at the bombing renge, the chief of the bombing range

) has to obey his orders. It shculd be pointed out that the chief of the range team is

w« - infoymed of any gunnery exerdises which are %o take ‘place at the range ome day in advanec.

18, The chief of the bombing range team ig almost never present at the command pofnt of %ne
supervisor of flights at the bombing rangej ingteed, bhe is occupied with the daily reou-
tine and the training schedule autheniieated by the di,vis;mn“chief of staffs .
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